Rolling - If you can keep the car moving all the
time, so much the better. Stopping and then
starting again uses more fuel than just rolling.

Change up earlier — Change gear as soon

as possible without stressing the engine — try
changing up at an engine speed of around 2000
rom in a diesel car or around 2500 rpm in a petrol
car. Travelling fast in low gears can add up to
40% to fuel consumption.

Cruise smoothly — It takes a lot more energy
to accelerate a car than it does to keep it moving.
Judge your distances and try to keep a constant
speed on the open road. Use the cruise control
feature if you have it... tests have shown that it
reduces fuel consumption.

Cut down on the air-con — Air-conditioning
can be a thirsty feature, especially on older cars.

It adds to the load on the engine and so increases
fuel consumption and CO, emissions. Use it only
when necessary rather than leaving it on all the time.

QUALITY
CHECKED

Topaz are proud to be working in close
association with AA, Ireland’s premier
motoring organisation, in setting new
standards in quality, service and safety for

our customers. The AA Quality Assurance

is a standard that we earn. It allows us to
constantly check the levels of service and the
quality of our products against the highest
criteria in the market place. That way we can
ensure that every visit to a Topaz station will
always be a better experience.

Topaz, that's better.

For more information visit www.topaz.ie

DRIVE
SMART

Get the most out of your fuel,
it’s good for your pocket and
your planet...
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DRIVE SMART

Car choice plays a big part in the extent to which
your motoring affects the environment. Whatever
car you've got, there’s a number of simple

things you can do to reduce energy use (fuel
consumption), CO, emissions and pollution.

But for all the modern technology, by far the most
important fuel-saving component of a car is you!

These eco-driving tips are the motoring equivalent
of insulating the hot tank, fitting low energy
bulbs and not leaving the TV on standby —

simple, common sense tips that really will make

a difference.

You'll save money on your fuel bills too.

Regular Servicing - Get the car serviced
regularly (according to the manufacturer’s
schedule) to maintain engine efficiency.

Engine oil - Make sure you use
the correct specification of engine oll
(refer to the handbook).

Tyre pressure - Check tyre pressure regularly
and before long journeys. Under-inflated tyres
create more rolling resistance and so use more
fuel. Getting tyre pressure right is important for
safety too. Refer to the handbook as pressure will
normally have to be increased for heavier loads.

Lose weight before you go - Extra weight
means extra fuel, so if there’s stuff in the boot
you don’t need on the journey take it out and
leave it at home. Golf clubs, bikes, sports gear —
it costs fuel to carry them, so leave them behind.

Streamline - Roof racks/boxes create extra wind
resistance and so increase fuel consumption.

If you don't need it take it off, if you do, pack
carefully to reduce the extra drag. Even an empty
roof rack will cost you money.

Don’t get lost — Plan unfamiliar journeys to
reduce the chance of getting lost — try the AA
Route Planner or consider a ‘Sat Nav’ if you
regularly drive unfamiliar routes. Check out an
AA Roadwatch bulletin before you go.

Combine short trips — Cold starts are
inefficient, so it pays to combine errands such
as buying the paper, dropping-off the recycling,
or collecting the kids into one trip rather than
making multiple short trips.

Start smoothly — avoid revving the engine hard.
Roaring away from one set of traffic lights only
to jam to a halt at the next set is like throwing
money away. Accelerate slowly when starting
from a dead stop. Don’t push the pedal down
more than 1/4 of the total foot travel. This allows
the carburettor to function at peak efficiency.
Don't start the engine until you're ready to go.
Unnecessary idling wastes fuel. In winter, a plastic
scraper is more eco-friendly than letting the car
idle for 5 mins to clear the glass.

Easy does it — Drive smoothly, accelerate
gently and read the road ahead to avoid
unnecessary braking.

Decelerate smoothly — When you have to slow
down or stop, decelerate smoothly by releasing the
accelerator in time, leaving the car in gear.

Anticipate - If you can see that the traffic lights
up ahead are likely to stop, manage your speed
and slow down gradually.



